
Lester S.now~ ~x~utiv~ Dir~to~
CALYED Bay-Delta Program
1416 %th Street, Suite 1155
Sacramento, California, 95814 SEP 0
Subject: Water Use Efficiency Work Group

Agricultural Ha~er Use Bfflciency Strategy

Dear Lester:

Here are my comment~ on subjects discussed at the Water U~e
Efficiency Work Group Meeting on Aagust 28, 1996. My first and
primary comment3 are on the agriculture water use
strategy paper. A couple of editorial co~men~s are included ai~o
on the urban strategy paper discussed at a prior meeting.

The group generally approved of the nine objectives listed in the
sgrategy paper dated August 22, 1996, but there were concerns
that would result in a andobjectives planning analysis
orientation for ag water ma~agP~ment and would not lead to
implementation of ag water conservation practices. I believe that
~he lls~ of objective covers a set of good points for the CAL~ED
program, but how the objectives will impact a program is ~omewha~
obscure. Below, I have legzouped the objectives, aS now ~tated,
to help show the action intent of the objectively(the objectives
are the same as in the 8/22 draft except for thesecond item
under Group 2. The reason fo~ this is the subject of the next
paragraph.)

I. General objectives to guide all levels.
o Bnsure a strong water use efficiency c~mponent in the Bay-

De.lta solution.
o Provide adequate assurance that agriculthral water

supplies W~11 be used efficiently.
O E~phaslze market tools o~er regulatory tools.
o Pmes~rv~ local flexibility.

2. Action objectives for Water Suppliers and Water Users.
o Bulld on the progress and achievements of the agrlcultura!

MOU(AB 361~).
o I~ro~ water ~anag~ent in water supplier service areas.

3. Action objectives for CALYBDAgencies.

levels, field to ~alley-wid~.
o Offer help in %he pl,nning and £inan¢ing of water

efflclency improvements.
o R~mov~ in~titution~l b~rri~r~ to ~ffici~nt
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Re: Ag Water Efficiency
August 30, 1996 I

In my upinlonr there is a complete di~oonnec.tion between the
intent of the paper to spell out a CALFED approach to
agricultural water efflciency improvement and the rest of the
paper devoted to analyzlng "tools." The dlchotbmy may arise from
the objective to Improve water management on a statewide basis as 1
shown In the item--"impro~e water management to achieve multlple 1
benefits." I do not argue that this is a CALFED objective but it
iS completely misplaced to bring it forth under the guise o£ an
agricultural water efficiency program. As a result most of the I
sixteen tools describe actions that could be taken at the CAL~ED
Agency leYels to foster water management actions to achieve
multiple benefits by actions as transfers to augment urDan or
~nvlronment~l water uses (which may have adverse impacts on rural
economies), reallocation or assignment of water to benefit the
environment and protection for water allocations t~o upstream 1
areas. Of course the tools include ~o~e actions that ~elong wltb
the Ag a~ficiency programs. My point is that these two subjects
need to be divided and addressed separately.

tool  bego.d local ~ur~lew ii~ted in the ag pape~
.Impurtan~ an~ should be assigned to a category dealing with
Improwed statewlde water management. You should, also look at the 1
uzO~spla~ between so~e ~ the too~s in the Ag pa~er with
"assurances" and "financing" work groups. I will not try to
analyze this issue any further at this point. Hopefully, you can
flnd a forum for statewide water management. Separating these, 1
sub~ects f~om the Ag paper an~ concen~ratlng on things that local
water suppliers can do, and that the CALFED Agencies can assist
wi~h for improved agricultural water use e~£1ciency, will do a 1
lot to gain the support of the agricultural participants.

The same concerns expressed above should apply to the pape~ on
urban water �o,~rva%ion; ~hat is, a s~.paration into. general 1
o~Je~tlves, objectives relate~ to local water suppliers, and
obJ~ctlves r~lated to CALFED 8g,ncles. S~me of these tools also
should be considered in a forum on statewide water management. 1

1
I also have some concern about the use of Jargon, such

tool Number 1 on Page 3 of the July 25 draft of the Urban paper 1
where references are made to "watchdog’ duties, and to "bra~n
trust of ~ort~." I thank ~l~ar english should he used t~ spell
out the meaning of these terms.

Sincerely 1
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